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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments, filed 08/16/2007 have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-16 
are pending. Based on the Applicant's amendment the rejection of claim 8 under 35 U.S.C 1 12 is 
hereby withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. See the rejections sets forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made, 

1 . Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada (US 

Pat. No. 2004/0264947A1) in view of Hoang (US PG PUB 2003/0126201 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Okada discloses a method of increasing the available storage space on 

an electronic storage medium comprising the steps of: providing a free memory list for the 

electronic storage medium (see paragraphs 0367 and 0373 where portion selected to be deleted); 

selecting a portion of a file stored on the electronic storage medium (see paragraphs 0373 and 

0308, portion of the file deleted); and adding the selected portion of the file to the fi-ee memory 

list (see paragraphs 0223 space is fi-eed after deletion). 
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Claim 1 differs from Okada in that the claim further requires storing in a memory a free 
memory list. 

In the same field of endeavor Hoang discloses storing free memory block list in a 
memory (see paragraph 0041 and claim 13). Therefore in light of the teaching in Hoang it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Okada by storing free memory list in a memory in order to store and reflect updates. 

Regarding claims 2 and 5, Okada discloses the file is an audio file or a video file (see fig. 

74). 

Regarding claim 3, Okada discloses the selecting the portion of the file stored on the 
electronic storage medium creates a plurality of file segments (see figs 7A-D, 1 5 A-C, and 74). 

Regarding claim 4, Okada discloses the step of linking the plurality of file segments 
together (see paragraphs 0853-0863). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Okada discloses the electronic storage medium is a memory of 
a personal video recorder (see fig. 16 and paragraph 0222). 

2. Claims 8-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada in 
view of Ahn (US Pat. No. 6,233,695). 

Regarding claim 8, Okada discloses a method of increasing the available storage space on 
a personal video recorder comprising the steps of: storing a media file on a memory of the 
personal video recorder (see paragraphs 0222, 0378, 0379 and fig. 16); receiving a signal for 
marking a starting flag for the media file (see paragraphs 0367 and 0373); receiving a signal for 
marking an ending flag for the media file (see paragraph 0367); and freeing the memory of the 
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personal video recorder that contains a portion of the media file between the starting flag and the 
ending flag (see paragraphs 0222, 0713, and figs. 6A-B). 

Claim 8 differs firom Okada in that the claim fiirther requires the starting flag indicating a 
starting point located anywhere in the media and ending flag indicating an ending point located 
anywhere in the media. 

In the same field of endeavor Ahn discloses the starting flag indicating a starting point 
located anywhere in the media and ending flag indicating an ending point located anywhere in 
the media (see col. 3 line 40-col. 4 line 14). Therefore in light of the teaching in Ahn it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Okada by providing an ending and starting flag in the media in order specify the exact 
location. 

Regarding claim 9, Okada discloses the freeing of the memory of the personal video 
recorder comprises deleting the portion of the media file between the starting flag and the ending 
flag (see paragraphs 0367, 0373 and 0708). 

Regarding claim 10, Okada discloses the fi-eeing of the memory of the personal video 
recorder comprises deallocating the memory of the personal video recorder containing the 
portion of the media file between the starting flag and the ending flag (see paragraph 0366 and 
0372). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Okada discloses the marking of the start flag comprises marking a 
first presentation time stamp and wherein the marking of the end flag comprises marking a 
second presentation time stamp (see paragraph 0368, see also abstract, fig. 5 and col. 3 lines 40- 
50 in Ahn ). 
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Regarding claim 12, Okada discloses a first full frame image with the first presentation 
time stamp (see figs 7A-D and paragraphs 0238 and 0246); associating a second full frame 
image with the second presentation time stamp (see paragraphs 0238 and 0246). 

Regarding claim 13, Okada discloses a method of increasing the available storage space 
on a personal video recorder comprising the steps of: searching for a start program time stamp 
marking a video file (see paragraphs 0030 and 0878); searching for a first full image frame 
related to the start program time stamp (see paragraphs 0030 and 0879); searching for an end 
program time stamp marking the video file (see paragraphs 0030 and 0880); searching for a 
second full image fi-ame related to the end program time stamp (see paragraphs 0880, 0882 and 
figs 47A-B); and deleting a portion of the video file between the first full image frame and the 
second full image frame (see paragraphs 0881 and figs. 71-73). 

Claim 13 differs from Okada in that the claim further requires the starting flag indicating 
a starting point located anywhere in the media and ending flag indicating an ending point located 
anywhere in the media. 

In the same field of endeavor Ahn discloses the starting flag indicating a starting point 
located anywhere in the media and ending flag indicating an ending point located anywhere in 
the media (see col. 3 line 40-col. 4 line 14). Therefore in light of the teaching in Ahn it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Okada by providing an ending and starting flag in the media in order specify the exact 
location. 

Regarding claim 14, Okada discloses the step of deleting a portion of the video file 
creates a plurality of video segments (see fig. 74). 
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Regarding claim 15, Okada discloses combining the plurality of video segments into a 
second video file (see paragraphs 0882-0886). 

Regarding claim 16, Okada discloses the deleting comprises removing at least a portion 
of a commercial within the video file (see paragraph 0222). 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the date of this 
final action, 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. IRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Helen Shibru 
September 3, 2007 




